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To add new category, click on the hyperlink Add New Category as show below.  
  Enter the category name of your liking, the click Add.  In my case I also decided to add a sub-category, which is added basically in the same way. The only difference is that this time we select a parent category.  
 

Managing Categories  The previous method demonstrated how to add categories while writing a post, but you can manage categories at any time by clicking on the Posts button on the left hand side of the screen. Then click on Categories.  
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installation. There are definitely alternatives available, and you are free to choose any other plug-in you prefer.  I have explained the installation of plug-ins during the creation of the Contact Us page, and in the following I will refrain from showing all screen shots in detail. Once you have installed a plug-in, you will remember easily how to do it.  Click on Plugins on the left hand side of the screen, and then click Add New. In the search box enter “WP-SpamFree” (Wasn’t that obvious…?).  Select the plug-in as indicated in the screen shot below.  
  Click on the Install hyperlink, continue with the installation process, and activate the plug-in.  This particular plug-in also requires some additional settings. To reach these setting click on the Settings button on the left hand side of the screen, and then click on WP-

SpamFree.  The only settings I usually make are documented below.  

   I disabled the “Allow users behind proxy servers to comment?” option.  
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• Add title, description, and keywords to the All in One SEO Pack section.  In order to accomplish this last item, you need to install the SEO plug-in as decribed in the following chapter. 

The SEO Plug-In  
Note: Sorry if I repeat myself, but just for the record: The “plug-ins” I recommend in this document, including the following, have been carefully selected in terms of reliability and ease of installation. There are definitely alternatives available, and you are free to choose any other plug-in you prefer.  I have explained the installation of plug-ins during the creation of the Contact Us page, and in the following I will refrain from showing all screen shots in detail. Once you have installed a plug-in, you will remember easily how to do it.  Click on Plugins on the left hand side of the screen, and then click Add New. In the search box enter “SEO”.  Select the plug-in “All in One SEO Pack” and install and activate it.  

  Once the plug-in is installed and activated, there will be a message on top of the screen.    Click on “the admin page,” and make the appropriate settings similar as shown in the following screen shot (I only made only those few settings, and they are sufficient to get the plug-in going).  
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 Replace www.yourname.com with the domain name of your web site. 
Posting Online Press Releases  In my personal opinion, online press releases give you the most effective measure to create good quality hyperlinks to your blog. Most of the press release services I list in the following will channel their releases to news services like Google News, Yahoo News, MSN, and others.   Regardless of whether you pay for a press release or not, you will get a great number of readers during the first week or two, provided the press release web site provides statistics for you - most of them do. After the initial week or two the number of "views" will slow down significantly. Be aware that "views" means that somebody read your press release, but does not necessarily end up at your web site. You will, however, gain a good quality hyperlink to your blog.  When you pay for press releases take the time to calculate the costs per click. Let's say you pay $30 for a press release and you get 278 views. In this case you paid roughly 11 cent per view - See also my remarks below.   You can find some tips on writing a press release at http://www.send2press.com/articles/cs-howto.shtml.  • Free press release: prlog.com. Highly recommended. I usually get a good number of “views”, between a few hundred up to several thousands, depending on popularity of the posted topic.  • Free press release: openPR.com. It’s free, but I found it somewhat cumbersome to place releases.  • Paid ($30) press release: free-press-release.com. As the web site name indicates, they also do it for free, but paying "improves" your chances of being read. My experience is that there is a difference in exposure, but in all consequence, the $30 I paid was not worth the result. And if you don’t pay, it’s even worse. At times I got five views over several months, while I had several hundreds at other services.  • Paid ($80) press release: PRWeb.com. The web site promises you heaven, but the number of "views" is not higher than other, free services. Also, the costs per click are relatively high. Nevertheless, I use prweb.com on a regular basis in addition to the free services. Their ranking is usually higher than other services, meaning their link to your blog is of high quality. 
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• If you don’t have an account, do so immediately (go to twitter.com).  
• Make sure you post comments frequently (once a week will do); make sure your comments include hyperlinks to your blog. 

Adding Comments To Forums And Blogs  As a writer I am participating on several forums that are dedicated to writing and publishing. I recommend looking for forums that are dedicated to your area of expertise. Just make sure your profile and your entries are visible to the public, i.e. people (and search engines) can view your comments without having to log in. Most forums will allow you to enter your web site address.  However, don’t go overboard with entries. Make sure your entries are related to your expertise. I have seen forums where users play word games just to increase the number of hyperlinks to their web site. These hyperlinks are of lowest relevance for search engines, and they don’t do you any good.  The same is true for other blogs: Look for blogs related to your area of expertise and place comments. Most blogs are designed that you can include your web site address to the comment. Such hyperlinks are of high quality for search engines, since they provide relevant content. 
Google Ads  You may have noticed that my views on marketing and promoting a web site differ from the mainstream, and I will prove that yet again. I believe that the costs for Google ads are in no relation to the business they create. You can spend easily several thousands of Dollars per month on Google ads, and you will notice some success, but, as I said, the success does not justify the costs.  Let me just name one example where your Google ads are being compromised: Many freelance writers write for so-called content mills, i.e. web sites that are ranked very high with search engines due to their massive amount of information. The web site owners hire writers to contribute articles just to blow up the web site’s size and thus maintain their search engine ranking. These web sites live from Google ads, meaning as soon as somebody clicks on an ad they make as low as $0.01 up to several Dollars. The web site owners also encourage their writers to visit the web site frequently and click on the ads, whether they are interested in the product or not.  Other companies go even so far as to hire people to click on Google ads on the various web sites these companies maintain. Google has been very active to detect and prevent such activities, but they can only do so much. 
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However, affiliate ads do not provide a path to significant income, unless you create a massive web site, either through massive involvement and time, or a team of good blog writers. A sizeable upfront investment may be necessary as well.  The harsh truth is that you may make enough money to cover the monthly grocery bill, and for some people that is just fine. Just lately I read a book on creating income through your blog, and the author claimed he made roughly $4,000 per month just with advertisement through affiliate programs. Let me say, that such claims are – to put it diplomatically – a bit blown out of proportion. I was mortified by my stupidity to buy his book, but it also inspired me to write my own, and that is also why I used the “No-Nonsense” part in the title.  I personally use affiliate programs as well, but I see them only as a small addition to my income.  Please feel free to check out the various businesses that offer affiliate programs. The information is usually accessible through their corresponding web sites.  For another reference on how you can utilize Amazon ads efficiently log on to http://www.copperhilljournal.com and http://www.copperhillbooks.com. These sites are built entirely on Amazon ads. 
E-Commerce  As I wrote before, the best way to create income is to sell products and services that are of interest for the public. Please understand, that this document is not about business ideas; I merely provide you the information on how to get your business online.  The advantage of an e-commerce system lies in the fact that you are able to reach the whole world with your products and/or services. The easiest business is definitely with downloadable products, because there is no shipping and handling involved. Basically, you just watch the sales and collect the money. Sounds easy, but, again, you need to have an attractive product.  Downloadable products can be, just to name a few, eBooks (PDF files), software packages, photos, etc.  In one of the following chapters I will explain the installation of a WordPress compatible e-commerce system that you can integrate seamlessly into your blog.   However, just to give you a complete picture, I have to mention that there are really good alternatives to WordPress compatible e-commerce systems. The disadvantage, though, is that these systems run on external web sites, i.e. they don’t integrate with 



    
  40 

Add Video Clips From YouTube  Okay, everybody knows YouTube.com, a web site filled will literally hundreds of thousands of online videos. The great thing about YouTube is the fact that you can embed their videos into your blog. As a matter of fact, you can easily implement any video from any other source.  YouTube provides two forms of incorporating a video, one as a hyperlink (Boring!), and the other as embedded java script (The way to go!).   First, go to YouTube.Com and look for videos that relate to your blog in one way or the other. For my example, I chose a totally unrelated topic: Rock Music (just because it’s fun). So, I chose U2 and their live version of Sunday Bloody Sunday.  On the right hand side of the video page you will find the section as shown in the following screen shot.  

  In my example, I have highlighted the Embed code. This is the code we want to place on the blog.  Back at your blog site you need to add a new post (or page), by clicking on Posts – Add 
New.  
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Add Google Gadgets  Google provides a myriad of cool gadgets to improve the attractiveness of your web site. These gadgets are based on java script, an Internet programming language. Don’t worry; you don’t need to engage into programming to utilize these tools. The Google web site creates a code for you, and you just copy and paste the code.   In the following I will demonstrate the implementation of The Daily Dilbert. Again, you can see a working sample at myprofessionalblog.com.  You find the Google gadgets online at http://www.google.com/ig/directory?synd=open.  You will find a myriad of cool gadgets there, and I do encourage you to browse through all the categories. I am sure there will be a few that will help to attract visitors to your blog.  On top of the screen you can enter a search term; in this case we are looking for Dilbert.  
  As soon as you hit Search Google Gadgets and get a search result, look for the gadget as shown in the following screen shot.  

  I found that this one was the easiest to install, and it works just fine.  Click on Add to your webpage. As a next step you can modify the cartoon’s appearance (size, border, etc.) to match your blog’s appearance.   
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Note the “xxxxx” in the text window. This string indicates the spot where I intend to place the Dilbert cartoon. Switch the editing mode from Visual to HTML and look for the “xxxxx”. Highlight the string and leave it as is for now.  Switch back to the Google web site, create and copy the code, then go back to the HTML editing window and paste the code. Make sure the code replaces the “xxxxx” string.  

  Now you can preview the changes and publish them (no screen shot at this time).  
Note: You can also incorporate Google gadgets into your sidebar, provided you have enough space to display them there. In this case use a Text widget and copy the java script right into the text box. 
More Cool Plug-Ins  There are literally thousands of free plug-ins available for your WordPress blog, and the most difficult task is probably to make a decision which to use. In the following I have listed just a few of them, and, again, they have been selected for their effectiveness and ease to use. 
Adding A Slide Show  If you have logged on to myprofessionalblog.com you must have noticed the little slide show on the home page. This slide show is definitely a cool feature, but it took me quite some time to find a plug-in that was easy to manage. After all, the way I see it, maintaining your blog should not involve extensive web design, and it should definitely not involve any programming. Leave these tasks up to the designers and programmers and start adding content.  
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 In the window click on the Select Files button. You can select all images at the same time to upload. The slide show plug-in does not require a certain number of images; it will deal with whatever number of images you attach to the page or post.  At this point you can just close the window by clicking on the “x” in the upper right corner of the window. The images are now officially attached to the Home page.  
Note: You can add further images afterwards by following the same procedure as described here.  Just to make sure the images are in fact attached click on the Media button on the left hand side of the screen.   

  In the column Attached to you should see the name of the page, in this case Home.  While were in the Media Library let’s do some settings for the slideshow plug-in. Click on ShowTime Slideshow. You may want take some time to check out the settings.  The adjustments I made were:  
• Changing Width (pixels) to 580 
• Set Transition Type to Flip 
• Turned off Display Cursor Controls 
• Under Display Options set Source (Image) to full 
• Set Display Quality to best  
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   We install the plug-in as we did before with others. Click on Plugins, and then click on 
Add New. In the search box enter “Mit3xxx Toolbox.”   

  Install and activate the plug-in, and then click on Settings, then on mit3xxx Toolbar. The first change I made was to set the Theme to black-tie (I found you need to update the settings first before the actual toolbar appears on the web page). If you hit the Update 
Options button right now, you are already set. However, there are some more settings you should consider.  On the bottom of the current page you will find the Optional Settings.  
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Select the Ecwid Shopping Cart, install, and activate it. The amazing thing is that as of now you the e-commerce system is already active! The plug-in will automatically create a demo store under a new page called Store.  

  Okay, these are not your products, and you need to make some adjustments. As I wrote before, the actual product and payment gate settings are accomplished through an external web site.  Go to Settings, and then click on Ecwid shopping cart. The screen will allow you some settings to fit the store to the size of your blog.  Please note the Store ID on top of the screen.  

  In order to get your Store ID scroll down to the bottom of the screen.  
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  The links as provided here will lead you to the previously mentioned web site.  Again, my apologies for not following up on the additional setup, but there a copyright issues involved. I found the setup very intuitive and very effective. 
Help References  We all hate reading manuals, and in the case of setting up a WordPress blog I hardly ever referred to the actual WordPress documentation. If you are somewhat computer and Internet literate, you should not encounter any major problems. However, there is no guarantee that everything works as smoothly as predicted.  The WordPress system itself provides great, context-sensitive help features, meaning each single WordPress screen has its own Help button.    The above screen shot is taken from the WordPress Dashboard. Notice the Help button on the upper right hand corner.  

  Clicking on the Help button will open a window as shown above. Click on the 
Documentation hyperlink for more, detailed help. 
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 While the help for the actual WordPress system is great, the situation is not quite as sunny for plug-ins. WordPress plug-ins are provided by a large community of programmers, which explains the variations in quality of the actual plug-ins, but even the best plug-in may come with a lousy documentation. I mentioned this before; while I was looking for an e-commerce system I found this great plug-in, but the documentation (plus parts of the screens) was in Japanese.  In order to get more information on the various plug-ins you use, click on Plugins on the left hand side of the screen. WordPress will display a full list of all installed plug-ins.  
  In this example screen shot I have chosen to go with the AddToAny plug-in. As you see, there is a hyperlink Visit plugin site. This hyperlink will lead you to the web site of the creator of that specific plug-in. There is no guarantee the hyperlink will lead you directly to the actual help information, and you may have to navigate through the web site to find it. And, again, there is no guarantee that the help is effective.  

Note: Please be aware that plug-ins are usually updated frequently. Normally, updates do not affect the way you set the plug-in up. Updates are created either to improve their reliability, or to provide additional features.  Last, but not least, I will try to add more information on the myprofessionalblog.com web site. Check it for supplements to this document, or further cool plug-ins I found since writing this document.     




